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I should make clear we do not have an actual conflict of interest in this case and have 
made the right decisions and taken appropriate actions at every step. However, the perception 


Re: Homicide investigation from April 15, 2017, victim David Josiah Lawson 


of our efforts has been, and continues to be, influenced by misinformation In the public arena Dear Attorney General Becerra: 

from people with legal or law enforcement backgrounds who have been involved with the case. 

This misinformation has allowed a segment of the community to perceive that the Humboldt 1 am writin * ,0 ,et " Jest ,hal * our offlce assume ,he Prosecution related to the homicide 
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DA Fleming said she had requested that the California Attorney General's Office take the 

Lawson case in April of this year. 

I should make dear wi 1 do nol have an actual conflict of interest In this case and have 
made the right decisions and taken appropriate actions at every step. However, the perception 
of our efforts has been, and continues to be, Influenced by misinformation in the public arena 
from people wilh legal or law enforcement backgrounds who have been involved with the case. 
This misinformation has allowed a segment of the community to perceive that the Humboldt 
County District Attorney's Office has a conflict of interest nr Jacks the capacity to handle the 
case. The strength of this misperception leads me tn conclude that your taking the case would 
be an essential step toward tn.imtainiui: public confidence in the criminal Justice system in 
California. Therefore, I am formally requesting that your Office take responsibility for this case 
and any future prosecution of it. Please contact me if I can provide any additional information, 
if you wish to discuss this issue, or if we can assist your Office in any way In this matter. 

Respectfully yours, 


Maggie Fleming 


District Attorney 

DA Moggie Fleming letter to AG, page 1 preview (see full letter in gallery) 


In choosing not to assume responsibility for the case, the Attorney General's Office stated that 
it takes cases when county district attorneys have a conflict of interest or when they have 
abused their discretion in handling a case. In their letter, the attorney general concluded that 
neither of those conditions applied in Fleming's handling of the Lawson case. 
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Aikr receiving your letter* w ¥ conducted a carefLI review oE'(tic esise to dclennine 
whether it t<i appropriate for (he Department or Justice 1 * invol Yemeni, 

The roleol lhe Attorney General in intervening in a local prosecution is limited. Absent 
LI rccuiublc conflict ot iiucrcu, Ihc Attorney General's Office generally only lakes over a 
prosecution handled by :i District Attorney when there is mi ulmsc oi" discretion. I he District 
Attorney is given broad discretion in prosecuting criminal canes because she is the official who 
lias !*cen elected hy that county to act as its public prosecutor. Based on our internal review of 
(he ease, wc coultl not tind evidence that you abused your discretion in how you handled the 
prosecution of this c«.U!. 

Wc mount the tragic loss of Mr. Lawson's life. However, we could not lind evidence 
that calls for Ihc Department of Justice's intervention in the case, anil will not taking any 
ilinker action m this matter. V\'c are avuilahie lot any questions you may have regarding the 
I Vpailmem of Justice's review of this case. 


AG letter to DA Maggie Fleming (see full letter in gallery) 


Sincerely. 

/ ^ 


"As my original letter to the attorney general stated, we have made the right decisions and 
taken appropriate actions at every step in the Lawson case. During my tenure as district 
attorney, our office has a strong record of success in prosecuting homicide cases. We will 
continue to vigorously, effectively and ethically prosecute all violent crimes in Humboldt County 
whenever possible," Fleming said. 


Lawson was a student at Humboldt State University at the time of his killing at an off-campus 
party in Areata. The university released a statement in response to the AG's decision, which 
reads in part: 

44 This was extremely disappointing news. Humboldt State University desperately wants to see 
Justice forJosiah. We all desire a resolution and healing forJosiah's family and friends and the 
campus community. 
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